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Professional Development Plan
Part 1: Professional Goals
Professional Introduction
Having have had an interest in helping offenders reform and get integrated back into the society; I focused my career towards criminal justice career. Presently, I am an adult probation officer, but I can as well deal with juveniles. My area of specialization is conflict management and negotiation. My career goal is to research and come up with other options of imprisonment while doing my duty of protecting the society. 
Professional and Academic Background 
I have a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice as well as a master of science in criminal justice. For the last five years, I have been working in special education in the area of content mastery. Apart from that, I have volunteered in one of the non-governmental organizations, and I had an opportunity to assist juveniles on issues of drug abuse.
Goal Statements and Their Relation to Academic Research
Walden University through its resources and environment will guide me to accomplish my goals. Some of my goals include:
· Effecting a positive change in the lives of offenders
· Developing other alternatives to incarceration which might be more effective in reforming offenders
· Making the society more secure and free of crimes.
Reflection of Walden's Mission Statement
I believe everyone has a purpose in life, and my goal is to transform offenders into law-abiding citizens. This will enable them to be productive members of the society, and this may reduce the number of offense cases experienced within the communities. This is in line with the mission of Walden University which aims at transforming individuals through career professionalism, and after that can bring positive social change to the society. 
Attainment of the Advanced Degree Related to Goals
An advanced degree from Walden University will provide with the necessary skills needed to bring a positive transformation to the society. Additionally, the university community is conducive and supports individuals who aspire to bring transformation to the society. I chose this university because of two reasons. The concept of social change attracted me. The primary purpose of education is to enable us to gain a theoretical understanding of the world we live, and apply what we learn for the social change. Secondly, Walden offers flexible competency-based programs that meet the needs of different learners as well as those with tight schedules.
Part 2: Educational Background and Research Proficiency
Academic Coursework in the Social and Behavioral Sciences
I have a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice from University of Arkansas Little Rock which provided me with a concrete foundation to build my career. Similarly, I have a Master’s of Science in criminal justice from Walden University. This one placed me on the right track to focus on my specific goals and objectives, given the form of learning the university offered. My competencies are as follows: 
1. Managing individuals and information
Apply effective services, interventions and supervision approaches to case 
· I am competent in applying effective interventions, services and supervision approaches to management
· I can efficiently make an offender take part in case management practices.
· I have the capacity use information ethically and efficiently.

2. Problem Solving
· I can pinpoint problems and their respective causative factors and differentiate their relationships.
· I can concentrate on criminogenic necessities to best reduce recidivism. 
· I can recognize the relationship between a convict needs/risks and the release conditions
Professional Presentations, Seminars, Training, and Workshops
I am well trained to communicate with individuals using a wide array of communication methods comprising different interviewing techniques. This is crucial to me in gathering and appropriately conveying information. Apart from that, I am proficient in training individuals in various fields, and this is important for me in transforming offenders.
Volunteer Work
	I have participated in two volunteer programs with some non-governmental organizations. My responsibilities included investigating juvenile and adult cases, offering bilingual services, verifying habitation and employment for convicts and making jail and work visits. Additionally, I got an opportunity in one of the NGOs to work in a drug and treatment program for juveniles
Access to Research Materials
	We are in an information technology era, and there are a lot of online libraries which are essential in accessing information. An example is Google eBookstore which has different kinds of books. Additionally, Walden University is well equipped with research materials necessary for my research.
Academic and Research Strengths and Weaknesses
	I possess some strengths which can help me navigate the program efficiently. My strengths include commitment, perseverance, curiosity, great organizational as well as management skills. Additionally, I have excellent writing skills, and this will help me to go through this program quickly. On the other hand, I have one weakness, but this is just like a strength. When I embark on research, I find myself coming up with many answers than questions. 
Conclusion
My primary objective and vision are to make the society free of crimes by transforming and incorporating offenders back into the system. Doing so will enable individuals to live free of fear irrespective of their age, gender, physical appearance, or sexual orientation. I hope Walden will equip me with the necessities to attain my vision and the goals.
Part 3: Plan of Study and Program of Study Form
Overall Learning Goals	
My goals for study at Walden University include the following;
· Effecting positive changes in the lives of offenders
Majority of people across the globe look down upon the offenders. Everyone has a duty to show concern and encourage them to change their lives in the society. It is a duty of everyone to show them on the need to live positive in the society rather than engaging in criminal activities.
· Making society more secure and free of crimes;
I feel it’s my sovereign duty to eliminate crime in society through aggressively conducting campaigns aimed at decreasing crimes. Most people across the globe engage in crime as last option means of creating income. My campaigns would address on the need to identify legit means of getting income such as internet marketing rather than engaging in crimes. Such would drastically reduce crimes in the society.
· Developing other alternatives to incarceration effectively to reform offenders. 
There is need for the society to come up with new measures that see offenders change their ways of live rather than jailing. The state and society should create laws and regulations governing on jailing offenders particularly the juveniles who end up wasting their active lives behind bars. Petty offenders and juvenile’s punishment should entail undertaking community services jobs such as cleaning the public spaces and roads through close supervisions for specified duration of time. 
I plan to use Walden’s course offerings to create a positive change the lives of crime offenders. Crime offenders usually engage in crime because they do not have a person to lean on in times of their challenges. The course would also aid making the society adjust their attitudes towards the crime offenders. The society members should show concern and affection to the crime offenders rather than degrading them in society (Olver, et al., 2014).
Description of Coursework
My plan for taking course at Walden is to create a positive impact to the offenders. It is because they are looked down upon yet no one is ready to grant them a second chance to improve their lives. Every time we spend discussing increased crime rates in society rather than seeking amicable solutions to the offenders (Miller, 2014).
It’s my hope that the course would aid in understanding new ideas necessary to impact positively to the offenders. I would like to read the mind of offenders so as to make adequate decisions on how to help the offenders. It is very critical to understand the motives behind the offenders engaging in the crimes. It is my understanding that every offender had their own reasons as to why they engaged into crimes. One can only assist another individual upon understanding their reasons behind engaging in crimes (Klepfisz, et al., 2014).
I hope the course would assist me in creating synergies necessary to initiate social groups that would show concern, encourage and promote change among the offenders. Once the offenders understand that the society cares about them, they would least likely commit crimes. The social groups would also necessary to come up with viable ideas that would assist them the crime offenders to adjust to positive living in the society. 
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